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County Operation of the CLTS Waivers   

The CLTS Waivers are approved through the CMS as statewide programs.  Every county is required to 
implement operation of all three CLTS Waivers, including the following target groups:  developmental 
disabilities, physical disabilities, and substantial mental health needs.  The CLTS Waivers must be operated 
statewide for all target groups per federal HCBSW requirements.  A county may choose to have different county 
departments administer different target groups for the CLTS Waivers, or may choose to contract with another 
county to offer services for a particular target group.   

For children from any target group whose families contact the county for long-term support services, the county 
must assess the child’s eligibility for services under the CLTS Waivers or other relevant programs including the 
Family Support and Community Options Program.  This determination of eligibility for long-term support services 
is consistent with the requirements under Wisconsin statute 46.985 (6)(a).  The Children’s Long-Term Support 
Functional Screen facilitates this process by determining eligibility for six program areas relevant to children with 
disabilities and long-term support needs.  If the child is eligible for the CLTS Waiver for any target group, but 
funding is not available for a slot, the county must create and maintain a waiting list of those children.  The 
county agency does not need to complete a comprehensive assessment until such time that funding is 
available.  This waiting list may be maintained concurrently with the Family Support or Community Option s 
Program wait lists.  All policies regarding HCBSW waiting lists may be found in the DHFS Interim HCBS Waiver 
Manual. 

For counties that are administering Intensive In-Home Autism Treatment Services directly, counties are required 
to administer these services both to children who are in the developmental disabilities and substantial mental 
health needs target groups.   

For those counties that chose in 2003 to decline participation in administering Intensive In-Home Autism 
Treatment Services, the State will continue to administer these services for children with developmental 
disabilities and substantial mental health needs.   For all children applying for long-term support services other 
than Intensive In-Home Autism Treatment Services (Intensive Services) in counties not administering Intensive 
Services, a county must follow the procedures outlined in this Memo.  

The Children’s Services Section in the Bureau of Long-Term Support is available to support counties as needed 
in implementing the CLTS Waivers. 

To summarize, as relates to the CLTS Waivers, a county must: 

• Administer all three CLTS Waivers, including all three federal target groups; 

• Assess the eligibility for all children who come to the county for long-term support services for any 
relevant program including the CLTS Waivers; 

• Create a waiting list per the DHFS Interim Waiver Manual for the CLTS Waivers if a child is eligible and 
funding is not currently available, and 

• Once funding is available and a child is enrolled in the waiver, assure that individualized services and 
supports are identified and provided per the Individual Service Plan.  

REGIONAL OFFICE CONTACT: Human Services Area Coordinator 
 
CENTRAL OFFICE CONTACT: 
 Beth Wroblewski, Manager   Jeffrey Hinz, Supervisor 
 Children’s Services Section   Women, Youth and Families Unit 
 Bureau of Long Term Support   Bureau of Mental Health & Substance Abuse Services 
 1 West Wilson St., Room 418   1 West Wilson St., Room 433   
 P.O. Box 7851     P.O. Box 7851 
 Madison, WI  53707-7851   Madison, WI  53707-7851   
 608 266-7469     608 266-2861 
 wroblbm@dhfs.state.wi.us   hinzje@dhfs.state.wi.us  
 
Memo Website: http://dhfs.wisconsin.gov/dsl_info 
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